Pr-oc. roy Soc. 11ed. Volutme 62 Jlue 1969 Unfortunately no discussion is included to highlight points of debate or controversy. However, most chapters have a good bibliography to aid furtlher reading. This book is expensive, but it does provide a useful collection of papers on a subject of fundamiiental inmportance in radiotherapy.
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The Care of the Geriatric Patient edited by E V Cowdry PhD SCD(Hon) 3rd ed pp xvi 430 illustrated 142s Sainit Louis: Ci V .Wosby 1968 London: Heiui l Kimptoni Since the tirst edition of this book was published over ten yeairs ago much progress has been made in geriatrics. Not only is more known of the changes which occur with age but there is a clearer understanding of the needs of the elderly, of the organization of medical care and of the possibilities of treatment. In Britain there are now many physicians who are competent to deal with geriatric problems promptly and efficiently, and in the United States far more benefits will be available to the older patient as a result of Medicare legislation.
Apart from additional chapters in special fields, new topics in this edition include the geriatric patient in the community, living arrangements, the patient and the physician, and spiritual aspects including facing death. Another most interesting addition is the chapter on the physiological aspects of exercise and the methods of improving performance, which is essential for rehabilitation. As in previous editions, contributors have chosen well the individual topics deserving attention within their specialties. The production is of a high quality and the book can be thoroughly recommended to all physicians who are concerned with management and treatment of older patients. The 130 papers presented at the conference form the contents of this book. There are useful symposia on: control of investigations with new drugs, chemotherapy for severe bacterial infections, antibiotic interactions and structureactivity relationships, in addition to reports on new and current agents and experimental and clinical studies of infectious diseases. The emphasis is on antibacteriall agents, in pai-ticLulairthe penicillin-cephalosporin group; there is less on antiviral and antitumnour agents than in previous years.
We are reminded of successful thecrap \ ith 40,000 units of penicillin G per day. a sobering thought in an age of 2 mega unit almpoules anid daily doses of up to 20 million units. The experts agree that even for severe bacterial iniections excessive treatment is usually given. The smnposium on antibiotic interaction rather depressingly concludes that few useful cases of synergy have been demonstrated; and ire-stresses the point that even when synergy can be regLilarly shown against one species of bacteria, individual strains show marked variation in response.
Three new antimicrobial agents Lare introduced each with a series of papers. Oxolinic acid resembles nalidixic acid but has a x\ ider spectrumlll; it has been used for uirinary tract infections. Nebramycin is a complex of aminoglycosides, the most active of which has antipseudomnonias activity but in rats at least is no more toxic than kanamycin. Monensin is uised for coccidiosis in chickens.
Several papers discuss bacterial resistance to antibiotics. It is interesting to find that chlor-amiiphenicol resistance in staphylococci, like penicillin resistance, is carried on a 'plasmid'. This book is again an invaluable source of authoritative information for all concerned N\ ith the ImanLlfacture and use of antimict-obial agents. there are surprisingly widespread uncertainties and illusions regarding his physical disabilities and his ultimate death. This shor-t and well authenticated monograph is, as its title indicates. concerned primarily with these points, aind most interesting medical reading it makes. It will, however, also appeal to the lay public, for it is a beautifully produced booklet, liberal ly illustrated here one meets again the surprising inaccuracy of a drawing dated 1798 which depicts Nelson with his left arm amputated.
It will surprise many to learn th.at the faltetul bullet which caused Nelson's death w\as fired bv a French sharpshooter fromii a range of onlv 5
